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INTRODUCTION


The Bible tells us that we are to be thankful for all of God’s blessings. Not only does it tell us to be thankful, it tells us how to be thankful. Too often, we think of thankfulness as something we express in words. Paul reminds the Colossian people that there is more to gratitude than just words. Let us see what he has to say so that we can express true gratitude.
I.
LET GOD’S PEACE CONTROL YOUR HEART.

1.
We must allow God’s peace to rule all areas of life: church, work, home, play.
2.
We are to have God’s peace in our hearts: NO fear, worry, envy, or hatred.

3.
AND we are always to be thankful.

II.
LET GOD’S WORD BE THE FOUNDATION UPON WHICH LIFE IS BUILT.

1. God’s Word must permeate our wisdom in our teaching and admonishing.
2. God’s Word must inspire our songs, hymns, and spiritual songs.

3. AND all of this must be done with gratitude in our hearts.

III.
LET EVERYTHING YOU DO BE DONE IN JESUS’ NAME.

1. Whatever you do should bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ.

2. Whatever you say should bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ.

3. AND all of this must be done as a means of giving thanks to God through Jesus.
CONCLUSION


God wants us to show our thanksgiving before Him and before our fellowman by what we do, not just by what we say. We are to show it in our everyday life, not just in our Sunday life. We are to infuse our wisdom with the Word of God, not just with the knowledge of human writing. There are people who can accurately quote Soren Kierkegaard (the 19th century existentialist), but cannot accurately quote significant verses from the Bible. There are people who can quote William Shakespeare, but have no idea that many of his ideas are Biblical in origin. We remember a person’s words because they speak to our heart. Similarly, as God’s Word speaks to us, we must allow those words to permeate our minds and hearts so that we can show our gratitude to God for all of His many blessings—both in word and deed.
“Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy God.

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. (2X)

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong!’ 

Let the poor say, ‘I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us!’ (2X)

Give thanks. Give thanks.”

